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REVIEWS. 


as positive results. The chapter on electro-diagnosis, if carefully read, 
will also be found to simplify a subject that has been too often weighted 
with unnecessary verbiage. A useful addition to this part is an account 
of the uses of the electric light as an aid in diagnosis. 

But it is in Part III.—the application of electricity to the treatment 
of disease—that greatest interest will centre. Excluding the first chap¬ 
ter, which is introductory, this comprises just 100 pages out of a total of 
383—a space that is relatively small though filled to great advantage. 
The style adopted is exceedingly practical and to the point, exact direc¬ 
tions beiug usually given under the heading of each disease. An admir¬ 
able feature of this part is the appending of an opinion of the success of 
treatment to nearly every disease considered. These prognoses seem in 
the main to be just, though they are doubtless meant only in a general 
sense. In the department of diseases of the skin the work is particularly 
good, and it is to be hoped that dermatologists will now no longer neg¬ 
lect so important an aid in their work. The departments devoted to 
electro-gynecology and urethral electrolysis, on the contrary, are largely 
made up of quotations, and, though reasonably full, fail to give evidence 
of that personal familiarity with the work that is so important in these 
semi-surgical fields. 

Not the least admirable feature of the work is the successful achieve¬ 
ment by the authors of their expressed aim—that nothing untrue should 
be contained within the covers of the book. Its proper conservatism is 
a distinct charm that commends it most warmly to fair-minded men. 

G. B. M. 
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The first two brochures, by authorities with rare opportunities for 
personal clinical research in this particular branch of the study of medi¬ 
cine, cannot fail to be of great interest and practical utility to all general 
clinicians and surgeons. 

The first, upon the Rheumatic Diseases (so called), is the more compre¬ 
hensive, and deals particularly with the question of what consti¬ 
tutes the difference between chronic rheumatism, chronic rheumatic 
arthritis, chronic rheumatoid arthritis, and chronic gout. The vast 
experience of these gentlemen, obtained from a wide field of investiga¬ 
tion afforded by the study of about three thousand such cases, all, or 
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